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Before Listing Photos, Check What the Camera
Will Reveal

Review each photographed space for personal information and sharing questions before listing images are
produced.
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'The Problem

A room can look tidy while a calendar, framed document or computer screen still reveals information you
did not intend to publish. Listing photography creates a different privacy task from ordinary cleaning. The
useful question is not only whether the space looks appealing, but what an image could show and where
that image may appear.

Your goal: Prepare a practical privacy review with the photographer and agent before approving the listing
image set.

Ask about the image workflow

Find out who will photograph the property, which rooms or views are planned and how images are
expected to be used. Ask who will receive your review questions and how corrections are handled. Do not
assume you can control every later copy or reuse of a published image. Agree how to raise a concern
before the shoot begins.

Walk the frame rather than only the room

Look from likely camera positions and check visible surfaces, wall displays, mirrors and screens. Consider
whether names, schedules or other personal details appear. NAR's consumer privacy guidance identifies

the risk of inadvertently revealing personal information during a sale. Use your own property-specific list

rather than assuming a generic staging checklist includes every privacy concern.

Agree sale temporary arrangements

Choose how to handle sensitive papers and personal belongings without recording storage locations,
access codes or security-system details in a shared checklist. Discuss household access and
photography permissions with the agent. Do not obstruct access or alter required information to conceal a
property condition. Questions about disclosures and lawful recording belong with the appropriate local
professional.

Review the proposed set carefully

Ask how to check the images for accidental personal details, missing context or concerns about a
particular view. Record the image reference and exact correction requested instead of forwarding
sensitive screenshots widely. Keep the person responsible and response date together. A privacy review
does not guarantee that publication will be risk-free or replace appropriate image-use terms.

A Practical Example

Fictional example: Joe Poe notices a wall calendar containing names in a test shot. He asks the
photographer to adjust the scene and review the replacement image. He separately asks the agent where
approved images will appear, rather than assuming that one portal is their only destination.

lllustrative example, not a case history or a recommended legal outcome.
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When to Get Help

Ask your agent about the marketing workflow and qualified local counsel about image permissions,
recording rules or privacy disputes. Do not publish security arrangements or identifying household details
in a preparation document.

Sources and Further Reading

Source guidance reviewed October 30, 2026. The organizing steps and example are RealtyListingCo's
educational framework.

* National Association of REALTORS - Home Selling Tips for Privacy and Safety

https://www.nar.realtor/the-facts/consumer-guide-home-selling-tips-for-privacy-and-safety

YOUR NEXT STEP CHECKLIST

Your Next-Step Checklist

[ 1 Ask how the images will be used

[ ] Review likely camera views

[ ] Remove unintended personal information appropriately

[ ] Keep conditions and disclosures accurate

[ ] Send specific correction requests through the agreed channel

One thing to do today: Stand at the planned entry photograph position and note what personal
information would be visible.

Professional Advice Disclaimer

General education and preparation only, not legal, tax, financial, lending, inspection or other professional
advice. Requirements, agreements and seller obligations vary by jurisdiction, property and circumstances.
Use required official forms separately. Confirm records, rights, dates and consequential decisions with
appropriately qualified local professionals before signing, spending or transferring property. This checklist
does not establish condition, compliance, ownership, authority or a guaranteed sale outcome. Read our full
Educational Disclaimer.

https://realtylistingco.com/disclaimer/
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