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Family Photos Are Slowing the Move: Start
With One Small Archive

Prioritize family photographs and recordings for digitization while keeping identity and ownership
information attached.
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'The Problem

Boxes of family photographs invite a difficult choice between preserving memories and meeting a moving
deadline. Trying to identify and scan everything at once can stall the whole project. A small, traceable first
batch lets you learn a workable process before handing over irreplaceable material.

Your goal: Prioritize family photographs and recordings for digitization while keeping identity and
ownership information attached.

Choose a limited First Batch

Select a manageable group by person, event or format. Note fragile or damaged originals that need
specialist advice before handling. Assign simple item or batch identifiers and keep them with the material.
Do not discard originals just because a scan has been made; decide their future separately and with
appropriate ownership permission.

Capture Context Without Guessing

Record names, approximate dates and the person supplying each memory. Label uncertain information
clearly. If relatives disagree, preserve both accounts as recollections rather than choosing a
confident-sounding answer. A consistent description can be more useful than a beautiful filename that
permanently attaches the wrong identity to a photograph.

Test the Output Before Expanding

Ask a provider or family helper for a sample, agreed file formats and a method of tracking originals. Open
the returned files and check orientation, readability and completeness against your list. Agree how errors
will be corrected. A delivered folder should be checked before a larger batch follows the same process.

Make Sharing and Preservation Separate Decisions

Choose who receives copies and where an additional copy will be kept. The Library of Congress provides
personal digital archiving resources for further guidance. A shared album can help relatives enjoy images,
but also keep an organized collection you can locate and review. Avoid exposing private records or
personal details unintentionally.

A Practical Example

A box has three people with the same first name. Assign an item ID and record uncertain identification as
“unconfirmed” instead of embedding a guess in the permanent filename.

lllustrative example, not a case history or a recommended legal outcome.

When to Get Help

This is a project organizer, not conservation treatment advice. Fragile or damaged media may require a
specialist; do not experiment on irreplaceable originals.
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Sources and Further Reading

Source guidance reviewed October 26, 2026. The organizing steps and example are RealtyListingCo's
educational framework.

* Library of Congress - Personal Digital Archiving
https://www.digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchiving/
« National Archives - Storing Family Papers and Photographs

https://www.archives.gov/preservation/family-archives/storing

YOUR NEXT STEP CHECKLIST

Your Next Steps

[ 1 Small sample approved

[ ] Uncertain captions labeled

[ ] Originals reconciled

[ ] Files opened and spot-checked

[ ] Separate copy and access plan recorded

One thing to do today: Inventory formats and identify fragile, unique or urgently needed material.

Professional Advice Disclaimer

This guide is general education, not legal, financial or tax advice. Requirements vary by jurisdiction,
documents and individual circumstances. Consult appropriately qualified local professionals before
consequential decisions or signatures. This is not medical, insurance or accessibility advice. Ask qualified
professionals about contracts, health and safety needs. Interstate household-goods resources do not
establish requirements for every local move or specialized transport. Respect ownership, permission,
privacy and individual preferences. Read our full Educational Disclaimer.
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